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AOARD OF DIRECrORS Rev. Frederjck E. GiL7is, President; Carolin dnan, Vice President,
Matie Her'nedg, Corc. Secretarg; Winnifred Bennis, Recording Sect:et ; Muriel lTcnd*,

of RI will be hbld at 3 pM on
in the fel,Iowship haU of the

fxeasrjreri Rev. Eruce Kennedg*, Nels2n l"!a;5ha77;
(*Terms end in June .)

AIINUAI MEETING

ttle Annual Meeting of the Memorial Society

l sei E

RSHIP GROI^,S 1dr-',
ltre Memorial society of R.1. now has 17
individlual nenberships andl 29 fanily
lEnberships. This represents about '76

people. over I2O have shown interestlin
the services of the Society. spread the
rrord to your friends. Ttre nore members
we have, the stronger is our voice.

!'Iembership appl-ications are available
by calling the Memorial society at 884-5933
(\,yeekdays 9:30-12r30) or by writing us at

^ .119 Kenyon Avenue, East Greenr.rich, R!
02818.

President Fred Gillis has represented the
Society on several occasions recently:

JuIy 1980 - Spoke on nenorial societies
before a class on Death and Dying at
Bristol Co. Cotnnunity College, FaIl
Rive r .

I\'!ov. 1980 - Spoke before a similar class
at URf, Providence.

Jan. 1981 - Responded to request for in-
formation from Action Line .

Feb. 1981 - TV appearance on Bob BIan-
chalal I s Channel 12 Coi'tsuret Pl,Ie.

l.lar. 1981 - 1\/ appearance on RI State
Council of Churches Channel lO pro-
graE - The 'iJeek Starts Here.

Apr. 1981 - Spoke before widows and
widowers group in Seekonk with Vice
Pres. Carolin Goldman

May 1981 - Tv appearance with funeral
directors on Channel I2's frace to
Face !,rith Lawrence ,anHeerEEil-

Sunda June
nster

Unitarian Church, 119 Kenyon Ave., East
Greenwich, to hear reports from the presi-
dent and Treasurer, to elect three Direc-
tors to serve until 1984, and to make
amendments to the bylaws of the Society
(text of changes on page 2).

.n progran for members and other inter-
csted people will precede the business
meeting. It will feature a discussion
of "living wills" loy Rep. Anthony carci-
eri, wtro recently presented a bill on
the strhject-. in tbe state legi.slature,
andl $h9 -rri,lL speak orL the legal aspects,
andl i7ohn tadal, Professor philosophy
at Brown tnivexsity, who will discuss
sone of the theoretical antl philosophi-
ca1 concepts involved.

iiIDE INTEPEST SHOWN IN MEMORIAI SOCIETY

A question sent to the Providence Journal-
Bulletinrs "Action Line" in Janua ry sparked
an interview with tGrprial Society presi-
den!. q3ed Gl.I1is. rhe reply in the paper
Iisted the Society as a source of informa-
tion on alternative funeral arrangements.
This produced over 5O inquiries and sev-
eral memberships. Subsequent fV appear-
grces haJe EeEulled in seve_ra} more in:-
quS"ries .

I,IEMORIAI, SOCIETY INCORPORATED

Itle MeDorial Society of Rhode Island is now
officialLy' incorpcYated under R,I. law as a
"non-business t corporation". It is also reg-
istered wi,th the federal Internal Revenue
Service as a tax exempt organization. t"!en-
bershlp iri the Corttinental Association of
Funeral and Menoridl Societies is now pending
approvaL of bylaw ch$r.ages .

tlie society offe:rs t.o nenbers basic infor-
mation .bn felevant,.taws and available funeri-

MA}TUAT, AVAII,ABLE

One of the n'ost comprehensive nanuals on
the toDic of simple funeral arrangements
is the conmonsense bocklet called A lrlan-
ual of Death Education and S j-ElpIe Burial,
lrv Irnest Morgan. l:lxe Society has copies
aVailable to menbers at the discount price
Df $I.50. for non-menbers the price is

aI services and has set up a recording keep- F2.5:
ing se.rvice for members vrho wj-sh to have their
funeral plans on file in a place outside their
irc,m+,
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dne of the necessary headaches r,rhich everyorganlzation must deal with is the legalaspects. We thought we had the detaiis ofdr]r byldws straightened out last June, but
r.rhen we applied for nembership in tfre Coi_tinental Assoc. of Funeral and. Menorial So_cieties, r.re were inforned that there were
a couple of flaws that had to be correctedif they vrould accept us.

Since there are some so-called ,,memorial
societj.es', ryhich are not non-profit andcontrolled by their members, but are actual_
1y pre-paid, money making funeral businesses,
we must make it clear that the societieswith which we offer. reciprocal membership
and information exchanges are truly non_profit and democratically controlled, andpreferably merbers of CAFMS or the equiva-lent Memorial Societies Assoc. of Caiaaa.It is generally accepted accor{lj.ng toparliamentary procedure that bylaws may be
changed only by a 2,/3 vote, not just a ma_jority as our present bylaws state. Tnaddition, there shouLd be provision forthe memllership at 1arge to call a general
neeting .

Changes have been made by the Board and
these have been approved by the CAFlfS.
Scc the te:<t. of the changes be1ow.

BE,AW CHAN@S

BYLT1W CHANGES PROPOSED FOR ANNUAL MEETING

Ihe foLlowing changes in our Bylaws
Adalitions are underli.ned.

Article IfI, Section 7

LrEtlI"S AND MSGNB !4EI4BERS fNVISED

i.IOMJNATING CO},1I{ITTEE REPORT

The Nominating Connittee presents the
ing names for Directoxs to serve until

fol low-
1984 :

l,Iris. Fmj-1y I'rcAllister - iiingston
The Rev. l"ruce Kennedy - I-,rovidence

( renomination)
lvlrs . Iluriel Flood - I'.orth Kingstoern

( renonination)

Further nornj-nations may be nlade from thefloor of the Annual Meeting.

Nelson Iilarshall,
Chair
Noninating Cofimittee

are proposed for the Annual l,{eeting on June 7

3"EIiii"il?'lii" fX':"Lffi:"lI J;TEffi.. .etc .

Article IV, Section 2

Articte V Section I

tleetings will be
of the societ or by a petition signed by any 7 menbers

all state the business to be transacted.
lrticle VII

These By-larrs nay be amendeal by vote of 2/3 of the nenbe rs present. .etc .

Turnblorrcds
e€l

called by the Board of Directors,
on 10 days notice, which nctice sh
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Rhode Island.ers vrho have nenbership in the
New England Menorial Society, based in
Boston, or in the Uerprial Society of Greater
New Bedford are invited to transfer their
membership to the Menorial Society of R. I.Services offered are similar and we have the
advantage of keeping in touch vri-th R.I. laws,
cooperation with R,I. fuaeral directors, andthe convenience of being closer. f€rulcerEhip
transfers are gg.OO. please use the forB onpage three.

The society witl provide the same service advice, and assistance that it offer to its ownmembers to merobers of other memorial soci.eties 'that the
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request in writing and send it to the
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RUT,ES FOR CRE!'ATIONS POR ROI,'AN CATIIOLICS iTBE YOU A UEMBER ?

Wel have had several inquiries from lta,nan
Catholics who wish to be crenated and dls
not know what the church permits. Before
the 2nd. vatical council cremation was not
acceptable for Catholics. It is now per-
nitted unaler certaln conditions. A dir-ective fron Bishop celineau's office reads
as follot s!

'!,)ermjssio,2 fot ctenation flBy be granteal
bg the Ortlinarg in individual cases. rn
ti:ese instances a:e burial of cremated
.eermjns should take place in a Catlrolic
cenetetg and atrangenents for the bur_
ial of the crenated renraias stbutd b
Wde b9 the furBraL direcxor with the
Qiocesan CereteEg Office at t.l]e tj.rne
this perflussi on is granted.,,

Th-ose s1"1rin, cremation should put their

Some of those receiving this newsletter have-not yet taken out meubership in the MerDria1
Society of R.I. The advantages of nenber-
ship are rmny. You nay take advantage of
our infonnation and record-keeping services.
You will receive updateal coryarisons of
funeral costs. !.,!ost iryortantly you wiU
be associatj-ng yourself with those of si.ni-
lar mind and supporting our educational en-
deavors throughout the state. A lifetine
m€rbership is St5. per inttividual r $2O- for
a family. Transfers from other menorial .

societies are 98.
FiIl out the form below. .Toin today.

II]TEPJ/IEIIS WITH FUNERAI, DIRECTOFS

Inforrnation about funeral dirictors who have
stated thelr \rillingress to cooperate r'ith
the l.tellErial Society and. who have quoted
prices for basic services is gathered fron
personal intervie\ s nade by Society uernbers.
So far, the Board has been doing all the
intervielrs and we have contacted 7 funeral
directors r'rho are cooperative. tre vrould
llke to e:q>and our list and need help rnaking
interviews. If you would be r,r'illing to in-
tervie$, one or more funeral directors in
your area, please contact the Society. IIei.rill get you proper interview forms and gj-ve
you instructions.

I]AVE YOU SENT IN YOUR FOR!.!S ?

Members have received pink forms (Forn A)
on t hich they can provide basic infonnation
needed at the time of death and specify the
type of arrangements they wish. If you are
a ment)er and have not yet filted out your
forms, y611 are not taking fuII advantage
of you.r membership.

i]i11 out your foms today. put a copy
in an accessible place (3gq a safe deposit
box) givc a cop)' to your-next of kin, and
send us a copy for our files, If you
need add.itional copies of any forms, please
contact the Society.

i,DA BETHT,NE FEATURED

MelErial Soc. nenber and former president
Ade Bethuhe rrras featured in an article in
thq Providence Journal in whlch shc e:<-
Ir1ained her beJ.ief inlimplicity in fun-
rra]' practices and talked about the coffin(not c;:sket:) she has alreacly built. llans
for. a horemade coffin can be obtained from
Mis6 Bethune for 92.5O by irriting St. teo,ssociety, Box 744, Newport, Rf O2B4O. she
uses hers as a blanket chest:

TELI, YOUR FRTENDS

Bishoprs office. It should be understoodthat there must be a regnrlar funeral ser-vice in the church with the casker present
before the crenation tales place. scatter-
in{. of ashes is not permitted. ?trose withfurther questions should co [nunicate with
the Bishop's office,

uenoriat societies are essentially consu-
mer organizations. Thcir strength dependls
on numbers. If you have friends whom you
knovr believe in sinplicity in funeral ar_
rangenents, tell then about the itenorialSociety, The MerDrial Socj,ety of British
Columbia in canada began with a small
group about 20 years ago. It no$, has over
15Oi000 Eetnbers: Ttle vord gets aroundl
Tl'lere are nany people rrho want sinplicity
and. not the conventional funeral.

J,JEMBERSHIP FORM

rE!.4OR[AL SOCIETY OF RHODE ISLAND, INC., 1I9 Kenyon Ave., East Greenwich, RI O2BIB

PLease enrorr me./us as a member of the society. r encrose _ $15 for rndividuar
Membership, or _ $2O for-I'amily l{embership, or _ $g to transfer fron the

i.lemorial Society , /:,ddress :

Nane (s)

Street
Telephone

Tc'rn zip
I'or Eanily Membership, give name(s)

nembership:

of dependen f children you wish to include in your


