
{on t.4'i C,e

U. S. POSTAGE

NEWSLETTER
MEMORIAL SOCIETY OF RHODE ISLAND

l19 Kenyon Avenue
East Greenwlch, Rhode lsland 02818

884-5913

rro. 6

TUnl, Spdng.

1986

SPR NG

BOARD 0F DIRECTORS: Poll y Barnet+-Birdsa I l, President;
SEli6, Jacob, Correspondlng Secretary; George Felbeck,
Flood, Treasurer; Dorothy Wllllams, Emily McAllls+er, Rev. Ralph Galen

l,l i lliam Grande, Vlce-Presldent;
Recording Secretary; Murlel

FUTURE OF THE MEMORIAL SOCIETY OF RHODE ISLAND

Comment by Polly Barnett-Birdsall, Presldent

l,low that +he Funeral Prac+lces Rule ls a reallty, ls the work of merprlal
soclotles ov6r? People who should know better (llke me) have bEen ronder-
lng ouf loud lf nrerprla I socletles hav6 ou+l ived thelr usefulness, now
that +ho--t orgraral +ed-ff$.ruf6 has been ln effecf for tti6lears. What
made me change nry oplnlon about the need for nBnrcrial socle+les was a
gnoulng arareness that Rhode lsland funeral dlrec+ors are nof comPlylng
wlth the Rule in some instances. That means fhat the Rule lsnrt worklng
as lt should. Thq FfC ls dependlng on m€morlal socletles to provlde nnnl-
forlng and to furnlsh them with data on conpliance or non-compllance. So
the Job falls to us.

So, ls the MSRI out of business? I'lo, itts not. Our watchdog functlon ls
crttlcal to determlne compliance (or lack of It) wlth the Funeral Practlces
Rule. Our educaflonal function will continue as long as persons no€d lnfor-
rmtlon and encourag€ment to plan +heir funerals in advance of need.

The MSRI performs two separate but connected functlons: one polltlcal and
ihe other educatlonal. Politlcally we have been actlve, through our lobby-
ist and board vlce-presldent BillGrande, in pushlng for the passage of
Llvlng l{l ll or Ourable Power of Attorney legislaiion ln Rhode lsland. We

have been actlve as wel I in monltoring compliance wlth the Funeral Pracflces
Rule. Boa rd members and merlers at large have worked hard at gathering data
on corpllance by the staters funeral dlrecfors wifh the FTC Rule. That effort
lncluded an extenslve telephone effort by soveral MSRI membens fo Rhode lsland
funeral dlrectors to ask them to furnlsh prices for goods and servlces over
the telephone as required by law. A repor+ on +he results of that survey
app€ars elsesh€r€ ln +hls nervsletfer.



FTC RULE SURVEY

A survey of Rhode lsland funeral homes

was conducted by members of the Memorial
Society of Rhode lsland this spring to
determlne whether the staters funoral
establishments are complying with the
Funeral Practices Rule. The Rule re-
qulres +ha+ funeral dlrectors dlsclose
itemiz6d prlces for goods and servlces
over the te lePhone.

Complete resulfs of the survey effort
are nof yef tabulated, but those re-
ceived +hus far lndicate fhat the ma-
jority o-t f '.,lii'-.: i: di rectors in the
s+ate are cor,rp ly I ng w lth the Ru le '
Some are in the rtparflal compllancett
category, and a few are llatlY non-
compltant, thaf ls, they dld not furn-
ish itemized prlces for goods and services
when asked to do so over the telephone.

Manbers par+iciPa+ing ln the survey
telephoned funeral hom€s and asked for
price breakdorns for such items as em-
balming and cosmetology, use of hearse
and o+her vehicles, staff and suPPort
services, and fransportul;on 665fs. The-y

were also asked about direct burial and
d irect crenatlon cosfs.

Complete results of the survey should
be available in tinre for our Annual
Meet i ng .

J

ANNUAL MEETII'[,

Thursday, June 5, 1986

7:30 P. M.

l^les+mi nster Unltarlan Church
East Greenw ich

Program

2

Buslness Meet I ng

l. Reports

2. Election of D Irectors

Ref reshmen+s

Organ Donation and TransPlant -
A slide show presented bY the
coorlndator of lhe TemPora I Bone
Bank of Boston.

A

Llvlng Wlll Leglslatlon - Sen.
Jonathan K. Farnum, ReP. (Coventry,
Foster, Sc i tuate )

B

c

INVITATION TO UPOATE LAST I'IISHES

lnterest in the passage of Living V'lill
leglslatlon in Rhode lsland is nounting,
thanks in part to the efforts of Atfor-
ney Bi ll Grande, MSRI Vice-President
and reg istered lobbYist,

Bil I has addressed groups around the
state about theneod for Living Will and
Durable Power of Attorney legislation.
His audiences include legislators, mem-

bers of the East Greenwich t'4ethodist
Church and the Woonsocket Kiwanis Club.

Bi llrs visibility at the State House
and around the state is a Powerful
asset +o the Memorial Society of Rhode

lsland.

The Memorial Society wlshes to update ifs
f i les concernlng'rembers instructlon sheets.
We find that some members lnadverfently
have not sent a copy of thelr sheets to
the office and that some were written some

years ago.

Experience has shown us +hat attltudes io-
ward death and +he kind of funeral arrange-
ments that would be nost appropriate for
oners family may change over the years.
Perhaps you may want to rethink your in-
sfructions in the light of recent experlence.
lf you would lik€ to bring the information
on your lnstruction sheet in llne wlth
your current situation, please contact the
office at 884-5931 or write to the Soclety
at ll9 Kenyon Avenue, East Greenwich, 02818
and sheets will be malled to you. These
sheets w i I I a lso be ava I lab le at the
Annua I Meet i nq.

ln bringing our fi les up-to-da+e, we would
also appreciate members informing us of a

death of a member or if a nove has occurred.
llle can ass lst members who move out of state
with the name of a Society in fhelr new

location and how to transfer membershlps.
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